
 
‘The Lord is my shepherd.’ Psalm 23 

 
Newsletter: 14th February 2020 
 
Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s), 
 
Thank you to everyone who took part in the election process for the Parent Governor. 100 ballot papers were 
submitted and I am pleased to confirm that Mr Duncan Mitchell has been elected. Thanks to both candidates 
for taking part. 
 
Well, what a busy fortnight it has been. Many of you were able to come into school for our open events and 
enjoy the work the children have produced. This week Years 3 and 4 became Vikings for the day and were 
immersed in Viking life with a real life, or at least very convincing, Viking. The children’s costumes looked 
fantastic. Their market stalls were full of goodies: jewellery, models, weaponry and beautiful shields. The 
whole topic was just brought to life as they demonstrated their knowledge and understanding of ‘Traders and 
Raiders’. 
 
Huge thanks to the willing hands who helped Mrs GA to plant trees yesterday. They are tiny now but, in years 
to come, your grandchildren might be sitting underneath them or dancing around them. Isn’t that a wonderful 
legacy? Well done Mrs GA. We almost had one family per tree, so many volunteers! They began planting as 
two beautiful rainbows appeared over-head, it was almost as if it had be planned! With so much help all 30 
trees were planted in just over half an hour. THANK YOU everyone. 
 
Our amazing PTFA have sold boxes and bags of books at very reasonable prices this week to raise funds. 
Thank you to everyone who supported the event. I had the pleasure of attending one of their meetings last 
week. What a brilliant bunch – you must join them! They are so enthusiastic but they are crying out for new 
members to help them with the delivery of their events and ideas. We did a bit of creative thinking on new 
projects they might consider in the future. I must admit I got a bit carried away but, with their energy and 
enthusiasm, anything is possible! 

Don’t forget the PTFA discos on Thursday 19th March. More details to follow. 
 

Today we said goodbye to Mrs Fawcus who has worked closely with Mrs GA and other staff on Forest School 
and Mrs Birkbeck, Year 4 class teacher. Although we are sad to see them leave, we wish them well in their 
chosen paths. 
Next half term we welcome Mr Parsons to our Year 4 class. Mr Parsons is new to the area and we warmly 
welcome him The Cropredy Way. He is looking forward to joining the team. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank all of the staff for their hard work this term. It must be so hard to have ‘another 
interim’ through the door. However, they embrace opportunities with gusto and resilience, always putting the 
children’s well-being first. You know that they go to extraordinary lengths to bring the curriculum alive and 
promote children’s learning. I hope they all have a well-deserved and restful half term. 
 
Best wishes for a lovely half term. 
 
Mrs M C A Gwynne, Interim Headteacher 
 
 

Magic moment: Remember I mentioned the lovely art lesson I observed a couple of weeks ago? Well 
those artistic plans have been transformed into 3D clay models and they are certainly impressive. 
My stand-out favourite was Frieda’s polar bear which has two raised paws, creating a brilliant 
moving perspective – genius! I have no idea how she made it balance but well done Frieda. 
 
 



 
 
 

Caught Being Good Reward System 
I am delighted to let you know that we have our first ever winner of a CBG certificate. 
Congratulations to Seb in year 5 who is the first child to gain 10 stamps. He will be awarded his 
certificate next term. 
 
CELEBRATING LENT at Cropredy  
The period of Lent is an important season in the Church’s year. It is a time when Christians reflect 
and prepare in readiness for the celebrations of Easter. At Cropredy, as a Church School, we 
traditionally mark the beginning of Lent with special events. On Shrove Tuesday we hold Pancake 
Races, which this year will take place on the afternoon of Tuesday 25th February. Parents are warmly 
invited to watch the fun at 2pm. Children should bring their trainers and a small, named frying pan 
into school on that day. 
The following afternoon, on Ash Wednesday, Rev’d Hilary will visit school to lead us in a special act 
of worship and reflection. The children and staff will be invited, if they wish, to be marked on their 
hand or forehead with the sign of the cross in ashes. 
We hope that each of these events will help to enhance the children’s spiritual development and 
their understanding of Christian teaching and traditions. 
As always, your support is much appreciated. 
Mrs Linda Clarke 
(Lead Teacher for RE and Collective Worship) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Air Ambulance 
Your child should have brought home a collection bag this week. Please fill your bag with any 
unwanted clothes, shoes & handbags, toiletries, cosmetics, jewellery, hats, belts, small electrical 
items, books, toys, games & puzzles. 
Please bring any filled bags into school in the first week after half term. Our collection date is Friday 
28th February. We have a target of 100 bags. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Polite notice: We have had a couple of complaints about language used by adults on the 

playground in the hearing of young children at pick up and dropping off time. Please refrain. 

After School Club: Please, please try and call the school office before 12 midday, if 

possible, or as soon as you know you will be collecting your child when they might be 

expected in ASC. Then pop into the office when you come into school to collect your 

child as an extra safety measure so we are absolutely clear that you have taken 

him/her. You can imagine the panic if we are expecting your child(ren) in ASC but 

cannot find them. We must know that they are safe and with you. Thank you. 
 



 

 

 

Pancake Princesses in the Pantry: 
Our lovely kitchen staff will be cooking up a wide range of pancakes and delicious toppings for 
pancake day on Tuesday 25th February, 2nd day back after half term. Look at the choices available.  
 

 
 

 

 



 
Class News 
Cygnets  have enjoyed their last week of our topic with an open morning at Forest School and an open 
afternoon to share our work.  
Down at Forest School Mrs Fawcus lit a campfire and we shared hot chocolate and toasted marshmallows. 
Mrs Reid led some singing including a great song of ‘When Cygnets go down to Forest School’ sang to the tune 
of Old MacDonald.   
At our open afternoon we shared our work from the term - our story retells of ‘Whatever Next!’, our amazing 
junk model rockets, our very own ‘Things’ from the story of Emily Brown and The Thing and lots more.  
Thank you for coming to join us.  
We have really enjoyed our topic this term and are looking forward to our topic next term ‘Are We Nearly 
There Yet?’ based around journeys, transport and travelling!  
 
Year 1 We enjoyed meeting the animated dough character, Morph, in Literacy last week. The class watched a 
short film and created their own storyboard to retell the key events of story. Of course, Morph doesn’t not 
speak, so the next stage of the process was to write a narration for his antics! We have also been busy 
producing leaflets and signs ready for our Art Gallery Open Afternoon, when we will show visitors all the 
lovely Artwork we have made during our Muck, Mess and Mixtures topic. 
As well as showing our brilliant art work during the Open Afternoon, the children hope to WOW you all as 
they become Science Experts for the afternoon. This term we have enjoyed a range of messy science 
investigations to find out which foods melt first over hot water, how to make icecream in a bag and observing 
how some mixtures simply do not mix at all. The children would like repeat some of these and hope that you 
will take part too. 
In RE we have been learning about the story of creation, as told in the Bible. It has helped us to think more 
deeply about what God might be like. We read that He was very pleased with the things He created and so we 
thought about how we could help to keep our wonderful world well looked after. The children drew and 
wrote about their ideas. 
At forest school this week we shall look for changes in plants during the winter months and windy weather by 
taking part in a Wonderful winter hunt. Our forest school day is on St Valentines day and what better way to 
celebrate the ones we love than by using fallen willow to create willow hearts to take home. 
 

Year 2 Over the past week year 2 have been reflecting on their terms' learning and have been 
working really hard on their fun booklets in Maths, SPAG and reading. Mr Owens has been extremely 
impressed with the class' maturity, their ability to challenge themselves and their 'can-do' attitude to 
learning! 
Mr Pemble came to watch out PE lesson on Monday and was delighted to see that everybody was 
using the hockey skills we have developed over this term in games of attackers vs defenders. 
We are busy getting ready for out Art exhibition on Friday afternoon and are very excited to 
welcome our families to see our fantastic art work. 
 
Year 3 have had some amazing Viking fun this week; firstly,  we were very proud to host our Viking Fair for our 
families, where they had to barter to purchase our handmade goods using Viking coins.  On Wednesday, we 
had a real Viking called Hrothgar visit us at school for the day when we learnt about and handled viking 
weapons and armour.  We also learnt a story about the Gods and Goddesses and we all took part in acting out 
the story as it was told to us.  We then saw first hand how the Vikings cut their wood into shavings to start a 
fire with their flint stones.  In the afternoon we learnt about a viking game called 'Hnefetafl' and also acted 
out another story about the Norse God 'Loki'.  We had such a lovely time and it brought our topic to a great 
end. 

Year 4  have had a very productive and enjoyable time during the last couple of weeks as they worked in 
groups to research and write about Viking life, designed and made their own Saxon and Viking artefacts and 
organised a Trade Fayre for parents. Our topic on Raiders and Traders had a super finale with a visitor who 
really brought the past to life through artefacts, stories, drama and games. It was wonderful to see the class 
transformed by their costumes - thank you to parents for organising that.The class have had the opportunity 
to work with Mr Parsons, who will be their teacher next term. My very best wishes to him and the children 
who will make a fantastic team. Thanks to all the children and parents who have made my time at Cropredy 
very special. 



Year 5The children have been busy beavering away throughout this whole term, and whoever has had the 
privilege of teaching the class, have commented on how hard-working they are. Well done year 5 - you 
definitely deserve a half term break! Their arctic animal models are looking great and are currently drying in 
the class after being painted - these should be ready to bring home soon after the half term. The children 
have also created some very informative non-chronological reports of arctic animals and have enjoyed 
exercising their new skill of parenthesis in their writing - quiz your child on this! Speaking of quizzes, lots of 
fun was had yesterday with the year 5 book competition, where the children got very excited and competitive 
in answering the questions. I was very impressed with their knowledge and team skills and I think they were 
rather impressed with the snacks! Have a fantastic half term and I look forward to working with year 5 again 
soon. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 6 As our topic of Frozen Kingdoms draws to an end, we have enjoyed sharing all we’ve been doing at our 
Cornerstones open afternoon this week.  The children were especially keen on sharing their Aurora borealis 
artwork and loved writing questions based on a chapter of our class novel SKY SONG for their parents to 
answer in our comprehension skills reading quiz (Well done to Mrs Loveridge who was a clear winner) In this 
last week, we have been learning about the effects of climate change on the Polar Region and looking to the 
future to consider what we as individuals can do to help. In addition, we were lucky enough to have visitor 
Surinder Dhesi in class 6, talking about Sikhism; the children loved hearing about Sikh practise and asking 
questions that they’d prepared during earlier lessons on Sikhism. Lastly, Mrs Robinson would like to say how 
proud she was of the children who represented Cropredy at the recent BGN Hockey tournament, coming 
fourth. Their behaviour was exemplary – even when decisions didn’t go their way. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Dates for your diary 
 

17th – 21st February Half Term 

25th February Cygnets & year 6 height & weight measurement 
2pm Pancake races 

19th March School Disco 

3rd April Easter Church Service 1pm 

6th – 17th April Easter Holidays 

 
 
Adverts (at a cost of £1 & in no way endorsed by Cropredy School) 
 
 


